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SUBJECT: US NUCLEAR TEAM VISIT 

REF: TAIPEI 05013 

SUMMARY: IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO DEPARTING TAIPEI, US 
NUCLEAR TEAM LEADER G.F. HELFRICH HAD LENGTHY CONVERSATION 
WITH DR. CHENGCHEN-HUA, SEC GEN CAEC, RE IMPRESSIONS OF 
TEAM. SAME POINTS WERE MADE WITH DR. CHENG AS HAD EARLIER 
BEEN USED IN MEETING WITH MOFA VICE MINISTER CHIEN ONLY IN 
SOMEWHAT MORE DETAIL AND IN MORE PERSONAL VEIN. FOLLOWING 
HIS RETURN TO WASHINGTON, HELFRICH MET WITH L.K. CHEN, 
CHAIRMAN, TAIPOWER AND MADE SAME POINTS WITH HIM. BOTH 
AGREED TO BRING OUR CONCERNS TO ATTENTION OF APPROPRIATE 
ROC GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. END SUMMARY 
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1 . PRIOR TO DEPARTING TAIPEI ON SUNDAY, JULY 30, US 
NUCLEAR TEAM LEADER G.F. HELFRICH HAD A TWO HOUR SESSION 
WITH DR. CHENGCHEN-HUA, SECRETARY GENERAL OF CAEC TO 
REVIEW PRELIMINARY FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS OF TEAM. ALL 
OF POINTS RAISED IN MEETING WITH MOFA VICE MINISTER CHIEN 
WERE EXPLAINED BUT IN GREATER DETAIL. AGAIN, SPECIAL 
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EMPHASIS WAS PLACED ON CONCERN ABOUT LASER ACTIVITIES AT 
CIST. DR. CHENG UNDERSTOOD AND SEEMED TO ACCEPT THE 
CONCERNS OF THE TEAM. RE CIST LASER ACTIVITIES, DR. CHENG 

ASKED WHAT MORE THEY COULD DO ABOUT IT. HELFRICH STATED 
THAT CONTROL OF THE INSTITUTE AND ITS PERSONNEL WAS AN 
ROC PROBLEM - THE US SIDE COULD ONLY APPRAISE THEM OF ITS 
FINDINGS. HE ADDED THAT HE WAS PERSONALLY CONVINCED THAT 
DR. MA HAD BEEN CONDUCTING LASER ACTIVITIES AT CIST WHICH 
FOR SOME REASON CIST MANAGEMENT WAS UNWILLING TO DESCRIBE 
TO THE US TEAM PRESUMABLY BECAUSE THEY COULD BE INTERPRET- 
ED AS LEADING TO A VIOLATION OF THE US-ROC AGREEMENT. 

WHILE THE WORK HAD BEEN SUSPENDED AND DR. MA HAD LEFT THE 
COUNTRY, THERE WAS NO WAY FOR THE TEAM TO BE CERTAIN THAT 
SIMILAR OR FOLLOW-ON WORK WAS NOT UNDERWAY ELSEWHERE. 
HOWEVER, IT WAS IMPERATIVE THAT THE ROC GOVERNMENT MAKE 
IT UNEQUIVOCALLY CLEAR TO ALL PERSONNEL THAT IF THERE 
WAS ANY WORK UNDERWAY ANYWHERE RELATED TO LASER ISOTOPIC 
ENRICHMENT IT MUST BE TERMINATED IMMEDIATELY. DR. CHENG 
STATED THAT HE WOULD BE MEETING WITH DR. CHIEN, CHAIRMAN 
OF CAEC THAT EVENING AND HE WOULD RELATE OUR CONCERNS TO 
HIM. FURTHER, CHENG SAID HE HAD A PRIVATE MEETING 
SCHEDULED WITH THE PREMIER AT HIS HOME THE NEXT MORNING 
TO DISCUSS THE RESULTS OF THE TEAM VISIT WITH HIM. 

CHENG DID NOT EXPLAIN HOW HE PLANNED TO DESCRIBE VISIT 
TO PREMIER AND, AS HELFRICH LEFT TAIPEI BEFORE MEETING 
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WAS TO OCCUR; HE IS NOT INFORMED ABOUT WHAT TRANSPIRED. 

2. ON THURSDAY, 3 AUGUST MR. L. K. CHEN, CHAIRMAN OF 
TAIPOWER VISITED MR. HELFRICH IN HIS OFFICE IN 
WASHINGTON. PURPOSE OF VISIT WAS TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE 
PURCHASE OF ENRICHED URANIUM FROM US DEPARTMENT OF 
ENERGY SIMILAR TO ARRANGEMENT REPORTEDLY BEING WORKED OUT 
WITH JAPANESE. HELFRICH REVIEWED STATUS OF DISCUSSIONS 
WITH JAPANESE AND SUGGESTED THAT IT WOULD BE BEST TO WAIT 
AND SEE IF ANY SALE TO JAPANESE ACTUALLY DEVELOPED AND 
NATURE OF THAT SALE BEFORE DISCUSSING POSSIBILITY OF 
SIMILAR DEAL WITH ROC. HELFRICH THEN MOVED TO DISCUSSION 
OF US NUCLEAR TEAM VISIT. WHILE MAKING SAME POINTS AS 
WITH OTHERS, HE PUT SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON LASER ACTIVITIES 
AT CIST. CHEN COMMENTED THAT IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING 
THAT GENERAL TANG WOULD BE RETIRING SHORTLY. HE WENT ON 
TO STATE THAT NOTHING COULD BE ALLOWED TO INTERFER WITH 
CONTINUED US-ROC NUCLEAR POWER COOPERATION AND THAT UPON 
HIS RETURN TO TAIPEI HE WOULD CONSULT WITH DR. CHENG AND 
T;EN BRING OUR CONCERNS TO THE ATTENTION OF APPROPRIATE 
ROC OFFICIALS. 

CHRISTOPHER 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NPT, EXPORTS, POLICIES, VISITS, INSPECTIONS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, NUCLEAR TEST SITES, NUCLEAR RESEARCH, 
LASERS, NUCLEAR FUELS, CAT-B 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 aug 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE201370 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: IA:GFHELFRICH:RAE 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: P8401 40-2228 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE DOE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780881/aaaacpyu.tel 

Line Count: 116 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: b6d9ea65-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: 78 TAIPEI 5013 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 aug 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1789260 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US NUCLEAR TEAM VISIT 

TAGS: MNUC, OTRA, US, TW, (HELFRICH, G F), (CHENGCHEN-HUA) 

To: TAIPEI WHITE HOUSE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b6d9ea65-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



